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Abstract 
This study is the first to perform a focalized analysis on city development, sustainable urban 

planning, and the impact of slum area on the growth and development of real estate. Slums 

exist in almost every country in the world. However, in the process of urbanization and state 

development, researchers have focused merely on the crumbled infrastructure, Environment 

and other social problems associated with slums. There has been evolution of certain 

governmental policies for housing and up gradation of slums. The Articles mainly focuses on 

the housing policy development, the housing rights, the government agenda for housing and 

slums in India. 

 

Keywords: City development, Slums, infrastructure, housing policy, planning 

 

*Author for Correspondence E-mail: sapna.mylaw@gmail.com 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Access to improved housing through 

empowering conditions and slum upgrading, 

created in a comprehensive and coordinated 

way, will add to lessening social disparities 

and reinforce drive towards supportable 

urbanization in many creating economies. It 

will likewise have a scope of extra effects, for 

example, reinforcing security of residency 

conditions for some, improved open space, 

work age, better essential administrations and 

urban wellbeing. Indeed, keen and gainful 

urban focuses of things to come will be those 

in which slums or pockets of urban financial 

avoidance are transformed into lively 

neighborhoods that are completely 

incorporated into the city's texture and urban 

administration frameworks, as opposed to 

staying as immense islands of familiarity, 

social exclusion, poor housing and 

underdevelopment. 

 

Economically, upgraded slums trigger nearby 

economic advancement, improve urban 

portability and network and coordinate a 

tremendous financially beneficial circle into 

the physical and financial texture of the more 

extensive city. 

 

In aggregate, slum and casual settlement 

overhauling turns out to be a piece of a town 

or urban communities more extensive urban 

vision to institute the privilege to sufficient 

housing and expectations for everyday 

comforts for all by concentrating on the job of 

housing at the focal point of personal 

satisfaction and in this way strategy activity. 

 

Urban areas and towns consequently have the 

obligation to prepare activity towards 

improving housing conditions in slums as a 

method for gathering a fundamental human 

need. Investment can be transformed into an 

amazing instrument to prepare low income 

communities around the land difficulties, 

urban arranging, the board and administration 

issues of their city neighborhoods, gave that 

the support is seen important to them, enables 

them and improves their everyday lives. 

 

For this reason, participation is often most 

effective when initiated at the neighborhood 

level through individual or community 

projects which are relatively limited in scale 

and developed progressively with outcomes 

which are achieved in the short, medium and 

long terms [1].  

 

Likewise, there is an immediate need to 

develop and enhance practical tools, 

knowledge resources and expertise in 
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designing environmentally sustainable and 

affordable green building solutions. 

 

Housing is an opportune and vital setting 

through which accomplishment of commonly 

useful objectives of environmental change 

relief and adjustment, just as of supportable 

urban advancement by and large is feasible. 

The arranging of local locations, slums 

redesigning, and urban restoration will help 

decrease the biological and carbon impression 

of urban communities and the greenhouse 

gasses of the national structure part. 

 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT 
The developing urgency to give more homes to a 

huge number of families in the developing 

world, and the noteworthy rate of unlawful 

development and lodging generation forms 

requires a change in perspective in housing 

approach, urban arranging and building 

practices. This turns out to be increasingly dire 

when the wonder of environmental change is 

considered, given that the structure segment is in 

charge of about 40 percent of ozone depleting 

substance outflows in urban communities. 

 

This problem compels national and state 

governments to attend to design, planning and 

technology standards and norms that affect the 

planning of residential areas, housing design 

and production, and the construction industry. 

 

Sustainable housing is, be that as it may, yet to 

pick up its due conspicuousness and 

prominence in creating nations. It is 

uncommon that the social, social, ecological 

and monetary features of housing are 

addressed there in an integrated polity. 

 

In many developing contexts, the so-called 

pro-poor housing programs often provide 

accommodation of poor standards, in remote 

locations, with little consideration to the 

residents’ lifestyle and livelihood strategies. 

However, in most creating urban communities, 

fair and safe lodging remains a fantasy for 

most of the populace, while government 

considers moderate lodging as just a social 

weight and burden.  

 

So as to address their housing and casual 

settlements issues, governments need to set up 

a solid national housing policy to make an 

empowering domain that will build the supply 

of affordable housing. National housing 

approaches should be firmly orchestrated with 

other improvement aspects, for example, 

financial, social and ecological interests. 

 

HOUSING FOR ALL BY 2022 FACES 

'SLUM CHALLENGE' [2] 
“With the government sanctioning only 52,666 

houses for the slum dwellers against the 

requirement of at least one crore houses under 

the in-situ scheme, the Centre's ambitious 

target to ensure "decent" dwelling units to all 

by 2022 seems to be on a slippery wicket. 

 

Under the in-situ development sub-scheme 

of PM Awas Yojna (PMAY-Urban), slum 

dwellers will get houses at the same location 

to ensure their livelihood is not disturbed. 

Though private investment is the key to such 

projects, the private sector has not come 

forward till now. 

 
The number of houses sanctioned for slum 
dwellers is just 2.2% of the total houses 
approved under PMAY, which includes 
interest subsidy initiative. The housing and 
urban affairs ministry recently submitted the 
details in Parliament. 
 
The Centre has set the target of two crore 
houses for the houseless in the next five years. 
According to official estimate, urban areas 
faced nearly 1.9 crore housing shortage in 
2012. Reports also suggest there were little 
over one crore slum households across the 
country. Without ensuring slum dwellers are 
shifted to pucca houses, housing for all won't 
be a reality. 
 
The ministry said it has been urging states to 
do the needful and a meeting for a discussion 
will soon be convened. 
 
"Of the total number of affordable houses 
approved for construction in urban areas of 
about 24 lakhs so far, over 20% were for the 
benefit of slum dwellers. These include in-situ 
slum redevelopment for the benefit of about 
53,000 slum dwellers and another four lakh 
slum dwellers having been sanctioned houses 
under other components of PMAY (Urban) 
like beneficiary led construction and 
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affordable housing in partnership," a ministry 
spokesperson said. 

 

He added the issues concerning in-situ 

development are the attitude of slum dwellers 

themselves.” 

 

HOUSING RIGHTS 

“The right to adequate housing (as a 

component of the right to an adequate standard 

of living) is enshrined in many international 

human rights instruments. Most notably 

among these are the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (art. 25.1) and the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights (art. 11.1). During the 1990s, the right 

to adequate housing gained further increasing 

recognition among the human rights 

community, and many governments adopted 

or revised housing policies to include various 

dimensions of human rights. The United 

Nations Housing Rights Program (UNHRP) is 

a joint initiative of the United Nations Human 

Settlement Program (UN-Habitat) and the 

United Nations Office of the High 

Commissioner on Human Rights (OHCHR) 

mandated and endorsed by their respective 

governing bodies and the United Nations 

General Assembly, and launched in 2002 by 

the Executive Director of Habitat and the High 

Commissioner of Human Rights. The 

initiative’s objective is to support the efforts 

by governments, civil society and national 

human rights institutions to realize the right to 

adequate housing as described in international 

human rights declarations and reaffirmed in 

the Habitat Agenda which states that “Within 

the overall context of an enabling approach, 

Governments should take appropriate action in 

order to promote, protect and ensure the full 

and progressive realization of the right to 

adequate housing” (paragraph 61). To achieve 

this objective the UNHRP is involved in the 

following actions at the global level: 

• Development of standards and guidelines 

• Elaboration of existing international legal 

instruments and support for enhanced 

compliance by governments 

• Development of a system to monitor and 

evaluate progress in the realization of 

housing rights” [3]. 

THE UNITED NATIONS FIVE 

CHARACTERISTICS DEFINING A 

SLUM 
1. Inadequate access to safe water 
2. Inadequate access to sanitation and 

infrastructure 
3. Poor structural quality of housing 
4. Overcrowding 
5. Insecure residential status 
 

SLUM UPGRADING: KEY FOR 

OVERALL URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
Better housing and slums enhancement will 
add to diminishing social imbalances and 
furthermore improving urban security through 
their social and spatial effects. Physical 
overhauling of slums with road arranges and 
improved infrastructure makes social and 
economic sense. Socially, updated slums 
improve the physical living conditions, 
personal satisfaction, and access to 
administrations and openings in urban areas. 
 
Economically, upgraded slums trigger local 
economic development, improve urban 
mobility and bring in an enormous 
economically productive sphere into the 
physical and socioeconomic fabric of the 
wider city. In consequence, cities need to 
improve the housing conditions in slums. To 
achieve this, local participation can be turned 
into a powerful instrument to mobilize low 
income communities around the planning, 
management and governance issues of their 
city neighborhoods, provided that their 
participation is meaningful, empowers them 
and improves their daily lives [4]. 
 
For this reason, participation is often most 
effective when initiated at the neighborhood 
level through individual or community 
projects which are relatively limited in scale 
and developed progressively with outcomes 
which are achieved in the short, medium and 
long terms [5]. There is an urgent need to 
develop practical tools, knowledge resources 
and expertise in designing environmentally 
sustainable and affordable green building 
solutions. 
 
If new housing stock fails to be sustainable 
and energy efficient, cities and countries will 
for decades be confronted with dangerous 
energy consumption patterns and predatory 
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forms of urbanization. Housing is a fortunate 
and key setting with which to accomplish the 
commonly advantageous objectives of 
environmental change moderation and 
adjustment, just as of reasonable urban 
advancement when all is said in done. The 
arranging of neighborhoods, slum updating, 
and urban restoration will help decrease the 
biological and carbon impression of urban 
communities and the greenhouse gasses of the 
national structure part.  
 

CONCLUSION 
Slum upgrading is an urban reestablishment 

procedure which comprises of an annihilation 

of slums, attempted helpfully by enormous 

organizations to clear path for different 

structures. The main objective of slum 

upgrading is to remove the poor living 

standards of slum dwellers and largely focuses 

on removing slum dwellers altogether. 

 

Many slums need essential local 

administrations, for arrangement of safe 

drinking water, wastewater, sanitation and 

strong waste administration.  
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