ISSN: 2581-6683
Volume 5, Issue 2, 2022

DOI (Journal): 10.37591/NJEL

National Journal of

Environmental Law

Law&Journals

http://lawjournals.celnet.in/index.php/jel/index

Research NJEL

Treatment of the Wastewater from the
Agriculture Sector

Arpit Pandey'*

Abstract

Many water resources have been contaminated as a result of anthropogenic sources such as household
and agricultural waste, as well as industrial operations. The general population is becoming more
aware of the environmental repercussions of wastewater contamination. In the past, typical wastewater
treatment methods such as filtration and ozonation were used. Chemical coagulation, adsorption, and
activated sludge were utilised to remove the pollution. There are, however, considerable disadvantages,
mainly the high operational costs. Aerobic waste water treatment is becoming increasingly popular due
to its potential as a reductive medium. The operating and maintenance costs are low. Furthermore, it
is both simple and effective to obtain, in addition to the ability to breakdown contaminants. This
research looks at how waste water treatment is used. The principal contaminants include chemicals,
heavy metals, dyes, pesticides, and herbicides, and methods for eliminating pollutants such as
halogenated hydrocarbons from wastewater.
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INTRODUCTION

The gap between availability and demand for water is rising as the global population grows, and it
has reached such alarming proportions in some regions of the world that it is posing a threat to human
life existence. Water conservation is being researched by scientists all over the world. It is a unique
situation. It is the need of the hour to refocus on one of the ways for recycling water: by reusing urban
water. Also, for irrigation and other uses, wastewater is used. This could free up clean water for other
uses. Sectors that require fresh water, as well as those that may make the most of wastewater, such as
agriculture. Other ecosystem services include irrigation. Wastewater is made up of liquid wastes in
general due to the daily usage, production, and consumption, generated by households, industry, and
commercial sources as well as consumption activities. Municipal treatment plants are built so that they
can treat untreated wastewater, create an acceptable liquid effluent that can be disposed of in natural
surface waters, having the least amount of negative influence on human health or the environment.
Wastewater disposal is a complicated process. Municipalities face a huge difficulty, particularly in large
urban regions, as there is a scarcity of land for treatment and disposal. Water pollution, on the other
hand, is an issue. Because it contains nutrients, wastewater is a resource that can be put to good use.
This method has the potential to help agriculture,
aquaculture, and other industries.

*Author for Correspondence
Arpit Pandey
E-mail: arpit.pandey@Ilaw.christuniversity.in

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of this study is to give a review of
the features of wastewater used for irrigation, as
well as the reasoning behind the current
international recommendations for wastewater
reuse in agriculture. This exercise's express goal is
to identify areas of concern in the appraisal of
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wastewater irrigation's impacts and recommend
solutions to enhance them.
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WASTEWATER CHARACTERISTICS
Sources of Wastewater

Domestic wastewater, industrial wastewater, storm water, and groundwater seepage enter the
municipal sewage system to form municipal wastewater. Effluent discharges from households,
companies, and organisations make up domestic waste water The effluent emitted by manufacturing
units and food processing factories is known as industrial wastewater. When watering the grass, leave
ample time for the moisture to penetrate into the roots, where it will be most beneficial. Shallow root
systems may develop quickly when there is a slight sprinkle that evaporates easily. To ensure that your
lawn receives the appropriate amount of water, you can fill up an empty tuna can with water and place
it on the lawn, waiting until it's full. Most lawns require about an inch of water each week, so keep track
of how much rain has fallen and adjust your watering schedule appropriately [1]. Industrial wastewater
discharges make up a considerable share of municipal wastewater in various parts of the city. Unlike in
several industrialised cities, where the systems are distinct, the municipal sewage system also serves as
a storm water sewer here. Groundwater seepage occurs as a result of sewer system flaws, increasing to
the volume of sewage to be disposed of.

Why Conserve Water?

Conserving water can also help your septic system last longer by reducing soil saturation and
pollution caused by leaks. If municipal sewer systems are overcrowded, untreated sewage can
potentially flow into lakes and rivers. When the amount of pollution is reduced. The amount of water
moving through these systems is negligible. Community-wide household water conservation has helped
some municipalities avoid costly sewage system expansion. If you utilise an irrigation system, make
sure it is working properly at the start and end of each season. Remove any obvious obstructions and
adjust the settings to your plants' needs and the time of year. Plants require less water in winter and
more in summer, and proper settings will save water, while it will also ensure that plants receive the
proper quantities of water. Also, make sure the timer is set to reduce watering in the morning. Because
it helps prevent fungal growth, getting up early in the morning is better to getting up late in the evening.
Early and late watering can assist avoid evaporation-related water loss. Slugs and other plant pests are
best avoided by watering early in the day. Watering should be avoided when it is windy because the
wind can blow sprinklers off target and increase evaporation. An autonomous watering system with a
moisture sensor built in can help you water only when it is needed and at the most efficient time of day.

Characteristics of Wastewater Flow

Plants demand less water in winters and more in summers, and proper settings will save water while
it will also ensure that plants receive enough amounts. Also, ensure that the irrigation timer is set to
reduce watering in the morning. Because it helps prevent fungal growth, getting up early in the morning
is better to getting up late in the evening. Early and late watering can assist avoid evaporation-related
water loss Plant pests are best avoided by watering early in the day. When it's windy, avoid watering
because the wind might blow sprinklers off target and speed up evaporation. Use an automated irrigation
system with a moisture sensor built into water only when necessary and during the most productive
hour of the day [2].

Religious Perspective on Wastewater Irrigation

Although wastewater was used for crop planting and growing by Muslim farmers who handled the
produce, non-Muslims were given responsibility for sewage and wastewater management, when
exploring wastewater irrigation in Haroonabad, a large Islamic city. In light of these findings, it was
assumed necessary to review the theological perspective briefly in this desk study. Hinduism, which is
practised by about 96% of India's population, promotes cleanliness. The primary means of achieving
this cleanliness is through the use of water [3]. Water becomes impure when it is exploited by mankind,
according to Islamic scriptures. For religious ceremonies and ablutions, only pure water (Tahur) is
permitted. The Hindu religion, which is practised by about 96% of India's population, places a high
value on cleanliness. The primary means of attaining cleanliness is through the use of water. When
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water is exploited by mankind, according to Islamic traditions, it becomes impure. For religious
ablutions and rites, only pure water (Tahur) is permitted.

Irrigation Wastewater Treatment Systems of Choice (Cost-Effective)

Most underdeveloped countries, in practise, use untreated wastewater for agriculture for a variety of
reasons, the most notable of which is the high expense of treatment and the loss of key nutrients from
the soil. However, wastewater treatment before the agricultural use is thought to be necessary for two
reasons: first, to safeguard public health, and second, to respect local, social and religious values.
Because of these requirements, as well as water scarcity, dry land farming, hot climatic conditions, and
the high economic value of fresh water resources, wastewater reuse has received a lot of study and
development, particularly in Israel. Municipal wastewater treatment is a well-developed engineering
science, with a variety of procedures and ways to effectively treat the waste. In the absence of excessive
waste concentrations from industrial sources, primary sedimentation followed by secondary biological
treatment employing high-rate biological processes is an effective treatment method for traditional
wastewater treatment. However, it is useless for usage in most underdeveloped nations due to high
energy costs, technological constraints, and regular maintenance issues.

Wastewater Treatment Using Land-Based Systems: Quality and Cost Considerations

When rules in poor nations demand that wastewater be treated before being used for agricultural
production, cost concerns become critical in selecting a viable solution. Land-based systems for
wastewater treatment are one of the best treatment procedures, especially for arid and semi-arid
environments, because they may achieve equivalent nutrient removal levels for a much lower price,
assuming that land is available at affordable costs. Additional benefits include wastewater recovery and
reuse, as well as plant food elements for crop development. Land-based treatment techniques such as
waste stabilisation ponds are very popular. Anaerobic, facultative, and maturation ponds are typical
components of such a system. Egypt has investigated several configurations of these land-based
devices, as well as their performance. These studies definitely demonstrate that wastewater treatment
utilising waste stabilisation ponds is highly efficient and low-cost in terms of both capital and operating
expenditures. The configuration utilised determines the quality of the effluent produced. According to
WHO guidelines, a sequence of anaerobic and facultative ponds produces effluent that is only
appropriate for limited irrigation (i.e., only for certain types of crops). For unrestricted irrigation,
additional treatment (or chlorination) in maturation ponds is required. According to Mara (2000) [4],
the amount of land needed for acceptable treatment levels for unrestricted irrigation is more than double
that required for limited irrigation. The breakdown of wastewater using bacteria to eliminate organic
contaminants is known as anaerobic wastewater treatment, which does not involve the use of oxygen
or air. This method is applied to treat waste water, slurries, and sludge. The complete replacement of
aerobic technology with anaerobic treatment is currently impractical since the efficiency of anaerobic
treatment does not depend on the quality of the input. Nonetheless, countries like Colombia, Brazil, and
India have implemented anaerobic treatment as a pre-treatment process to replace costly activated
sludge treatments. While various types of digesters are available, some have been proven effective over
time while others are still undergoing testing. Organic contaminants in waste water, slurries, and sludge
are targeted by applications. Because the effluent quality of anaerobic treatment systems is not up to
grade, complete replacement of aerobic technology by anaerobic technology is not yet practicable.
Anaerobic treatment is a type of pre-treatment that has been used in Colombia, Brazil, and India to
replace more expensive activated sludge treatments. Different types of digesters are available; some
have been demonstrated to be useful over time, while others are still being investigated. The UASB (Up
Flow Anaerobic Sludge Blanket) is one of the most suited digesters for tropical settings. As a result,
unrestricted irrigation should only be employed if it is financially feasible. Pre-treatment in anaerobic
ponds is advantageous since it allows for irrigation of the entire year's wastewater flow. This would
allow crops to be grown across a much bigger area. As a result, the high land demand for natural
treatment systems on land is offset. Significant acreage requirements and high-water loss through
evaporation are two downsides of waste stabilisation ponds that have been mentioned in the literature.
Only when land is in low supply and gets expensive does the high land need become a constraint.
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Appropriately planned waste stabilisation reservoirs allow for the utilisation of the full year's
wastewater, allowing more crops to be cultivated. The high agricultural intensity and land use intensity
achieved as a result of this may be sufficient to compensate for the higher land requirements. High
evaporative water losses might simply be seen as a cost of energy savings. Floating aquatic plants in
man-made wetlands will serve as a substitute for tertiary treatment with conventional municipal garbage
treatment (non-land-based systems). They can be created as wetlands with a single species or several
species that eat nutrient-rich wastewater. It is important to understand that waste stabilisation ponds like
facultative, anaerobic, and maturation ponds are not a substitute for a full-fledged tertiary treatment
procedure that includes disinfection. Contrarily, disinfection can be carried out using chlorine, ozone,
or ultraviolet (UV) radiation [5]. High evaporative water losses might simply be seen as a cost of energy
savings. They can be built as single-species or multi-species wetlands that feed on nutrient-rich effluent.
It is crucial to note that waste stabilisation ponds, such as anaerobic, facultative, and maturation ponds,
are not a replacement for a full-fledged tertiary treatment process that includes disinfection. On the
other side, disinfection can be done with chlorine, ozone, or ultraviolet (UV) radiation. Chlorine
depletes the ozone layer and is thought to have serious environmental consequences.

Public Health

As previously stated, wastewater contains harmful microorganisms such as bacteria, viruses, and
parasites that can cause disease. Human parasites, such as protozoa and helminth eggs, are particularly
important in this regard because they are notoriously difficult to cure and have been linked to a variety
of infectious gastrointestinal disorders in both affluent and poor countries. However, while assessing
health effects, it is important to note that the real risk that causes individuals to become ill, not the
presence of pathogens in water, must be quantified. While the potential risk is great, the actual risk is
determined by a number of other factors. A synopsis of empirical evidence on the impacts of wastewater
reuse on general wellbeing. The utilization of untreated wastewater for water system represents a critical
wellbeing hazard to individuals, everything being equal. The degree of hazard, in any case, may vary
contingent upon the age bunch. Hookworm is more prevalent in areas with untreated wastewater
irrigation. If ingested in high enough proportions, heavy metals in wastewater constitute a health
concern and can be fatal. Heavy metal uptake by crops and the risk posed to consumers may not be an
issue because plants cannot handle high concentrations of these pollutants and die off before they
become a concern for humans. Shuval and colleagues an overview of empirical evidence on wastewater
reuse's public health effects. Untreated wastewater irrigation poses a significant health danger to people
of all ages. On the other hand, the level of danger varies depending on the age group. In regions where
untreated wastewater is utilised for irrigation, hookworm is more widespread. Heavy metals in
wastewater can be hazardous to one's health if consumed in large enough gquantities. Heavy metal uptake
by crops and the risk posed to consumers may not be an issue in principle because plants cannot tolerate
high concentrations of these pollutants and die off before they provide a threat to humans. Shuval et al.
are a team of scientists who have been working on a project together.

Planning and Implementing Wastewater Reuse

A functional and long-term wastewater management system starts at home and is heavily reliant on
the "software," or human component (Khouri et al., 1994) [6]. The system should be simple to use,
"local" labour intensive, community-maintained, and able to recover resources. Arranging and
execution will find lasting success just when the view of need, and perhaps assumption, for a wastewater
reuse framework has been incorporated at the area/client level. Assistance for a treatment and
rehabilitation programme at the local level can catalyse proactive institutions and government support
vertically. Following the combination of the product part into project advancement, the "equipment" or
innovative part can assist the local area with laying out a total, incorporated, and long-haul wastewater
treatment and recuperation procedure, A utilitarian and long haul wastewater the executives plan
begins at home and is intensely dependent on the "product”, or human part. Just until the need for
a wastewater reuse framework has been incorporated at the area/client level, and maybe even
expectation, will arranging and execution find actual success. Local support for a treatment and
recovery programme can catalyse proactive institutions and government support vertically. After
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the product part has been coordinated into project improvement, the "equipment™ or innovation part
can assist the local area with laying out a complete, incorporated, and long haul wastewater
treatment and recuperation technique [7].

The following considerations should be made when it comes to the suitability of technologies:

1. The plan or technology should be regarded as a top priority in public or environmental health,
with both centralised and decentralised solutions being examined.

2. The innovation ought to be minimal expense and need less energy and motorization, decreasing
the probability of disappointment (Frijns and Jansen, 1996; Boller, 1997).

3. The system should be simple to use, "local" labour intensive, community-maintained, and able
to recover resources. For tertiary pathogen reductions to meet quality criteria, it should not rely
on expensive chemical inputs like chlorine.

4. The invention should be able to be developed in phases as client demand, quality standards, and
treatment ideas increase.

The public's acceptance of reuse activities is critical to the future of wastewater reuse, and the
consequences of a negative public view could jeopardise future wastewater reuse operations. Any
treatment innovation should be gone before by an intensive examination of the local area's independence
and mechanical limit. The local community must be able to manage the therapy options. Argues that in
order to achieve satisfactory performance, competent operation and maintenance are required, and that
technologies must demand the least amount of maintenance and control. The framework should be fit
for accomplishing adequate degrees of microbe decreases to allow the recuperation of profluent for
water system and natural soil revisions. To prevent water pollution, rules must be developed that
encourage farmers to use appropriate agricultural practice such as building and maintaining buffer
strips, planting crop strips, and creating run-off retaining furrows in perennial crops and vines, as well
as animal waste management. The structure ought to be good for achieving satisfactory levels of
microorganism diminishes to permit the recovery of profluent for water framework and normal soil
updates. Farmers' attitudes toward using a more environmentally friendly approach and incorporating
sustainable development principles into their agricultural practices will lessen the detrimental impact
of dirty water on agriculture as well as the agrarian sector's influence on water resources.

CONCLUSION

To reduce water pollution, regulations promoting sustainable agricultural practices must be
implemented, such as the creation and maintenance of buffer strips and the management of run-off.
This can involve the creation of crop strips and the incorporation of long-lasting crops and plants, as
well as the proper management of animal waste. Technology and innovation serve as both a driving
force and a cost-cutting tool. Pollution of the water supply with negative implications for agriculture
Farmers' perspectives on the use of extra fertiliser Application of sustainable development concepts and
an environmentally friendly strategy. If they improve their farming skills, polluted water will have a
smaller detrimental impact on their crops. In this sense, agriculture, as well as the agrarian sector's
impact on water supplies, is relevant. Rules encouraging farmers to employ sustainable agricultural
practises including developing and maintaining buffer strips and creating run-off must be implemented
to reduce water contamination. Creating crop strips and keeping creases in long-lasting harvests and
plants, as well as creature squander the administrators. Technology and innovation are both a driving
force and a cost-cutting tool. Pollution of the water supply and its negative impact on agriculture
Farmers' views on the use of extra fertiliser Environmentally friendly approach and implementation of
sustainable development principles If they improve their farming skills, polluted water will have a less
harmful impact on their crops. In this regard, agriculture, as well as the agrarian sector's impact on water
supplies, is important.
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